To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6 November 2023
at The Barlow, Edgworth
Present:
Councillor S Danks (in the Chair)

Councillors K Harrison, D Wild, J Rowley and J Rigby
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk) and 2 members of the public
Apologies:     
Councillor D Appleby 
Prior to the meeting members of the public were given an opportunity to speak.  

The members of the public had written to Cllr Jean Rigby regarding the building works behind their property on Bolton Road.  Two planners from BwDBC came to talk to them about their concerns and explained that it is being dealt with through the legal channels.  Cllr Rigby has been dealing with this issue on behalf of the local and borough council and the residents wanted to thank Cllr Rigby for all her help.  Cllr Danks asked them to let the Council know if there are any changes to the situation.
8151
Matters Arising 

Dog poo situation – Cllr Wild brought dog poo stickers which were handed out.

New laptop – Clerk has purchased new laptop from Currys (receipt in finance file) and a new monitor (receipt in finance file) which came in under budget.

Chapeltown Garden – funded from National Lottery Community Fund grant applied for jointly with Edgworth & District Horticultural Society.   NTPC has not contributed to the work done so far on the garden.  Next meeting still to be arranged with EDHS.

Virgin Bank – concerned that last month’s cheques that were signed by Cllrs Harrison & Rowley went through without ID being checked at branch for Cllr Rowley.  Agreed to write to Virgin Money expressing our concern.
Remembrance Poppies – new lamppost poppies dropped off and given to the Lengthsman for him to attach in Belmont, Chapeltown & Edgworth.
Office space – no further update.
Belmont Community Garden – Big Bulb Planting Event took place 15 October and was well attended – the garden should be a riot of colours next spring.  Cllr Rigby to chase up arranging some chippings.

8152 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meetings held on 2 October 2023 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
8153
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  Cllr Wild declared an interest in planning application 10/23/0948
8154
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/23/0893, 10/22/145, 10/23/0888, 10/23/0657 and 10/23/0948
8155
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
8156
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman October
£1466.66

P R Adams 
October salary & expenses 
£  415.98 

J Smith
October salary & expenses
£  992.95
E.ON Next
Electricity for toilets
£    22.86
Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal Donation
£  250.00

J Smith
Monitor & Laptop
£  927.99

Arbworks
Tree works Chapeltown
£2520.00

8157
School Crossings person in Edgworth
Discussed:  Craig Wheatley, Head Teacher at Edgworth Primary School, attended to discuss the removal of the funding for a crossing office by BwDBC and to give the Council a bit of background information.  
Mr Wheatley has been Head for 6 years and in that time staff who worked in the school have also done the school crossing, usually with one contract with the school and a separate contract with BwDBC.  In 2020 BwDBC told the school that they would no longer fund the post once the current crossing person left bringing the school in line with all the other schools in the Blackburn area  Since then the school have looked into other funding options, but they do not have the capacity within their own budget to fund the post due to a reduction in pupil numbers. They have asked for volunteers, but nobody has come forward.  They have asked local businesses for sponsorship and one may be interested but there is no guarantee.  They have spoken with the school PTFA, but they are a very small group and although they have provided equipment for the children, they have never given any money to be used towards staff wages. Sir Jake Berry and Cllr Rigby recently attended at the school where the issue was put to them, and they both said they would raise this with BwDBC, but they didn’t think the Council would change their position.  
Mr Wheatley was invited to this meeting to raise with the Parish Council if they would have any capacity to support the school to fund the wage.  He has investigated the cost of employing somebody from 8.40-9.10am and 3.20-3.50pm each day term time only and it would be between £3-3.5k per school year (including on-costs etc).  School would cover in the event of any sickness, as they do currently.  BwDBC have agreed to provide the lollipop, hat, coat and provide the necessary training.  The School Business Manager has put together a job description offering before & after school hours as well as the school crossing hours to make the job more appealing for somebody.
The Councillors discussed the situation and, after a vote, all those present were in favour of making a donation to the school, in principle, for the next 3 years on the understanding that the school still seeks to find alternative funding and this donation is a temporary measure with no guarantee the donation will continue after the 3 years is up. 

Mr Wheatley thanked the Parish Council for their help and support in this matter.  
The Councillors also agreed to offer the same support to the Head Teacher at Belmont Community Primary School who have the same issue with no funding for a school crossing person.

8158
Current Financial Position

Noted:  Since the last meeting the Clerk has attended some training on budgets and precept setting.  The training suggested that each Parish Council should hold in their reserves at least the same amount as their precept.  Working on figures for this financial year, the Council would only have just over £16k in reserves with a precept of £32,400.  There was a discussion around raising the precept in 2024-25 and the Clerk was asked to work out how much the precept would increase per household for a property in Band D and bring to the next meeting where there would be a final decision made on the precept.

8159
Remembrance Sunday & Christmas lights switch-on 

Resolved:  The Parish Council be represented at the various Remembrance Sunday services as follows:



War Memorial  
- Councillors Danks, Dowle & Rowley



St Anne’s Church 
- Councillor Wild and the Clerk



St Peter’s Church 
- Councillor Harrison

Christmas lights switch-on - each area to be offered a donation of £50 towards refreshments for their individual event and Clerk to purchase a tub of sweets for each area.

Chapeltown (Friday 24 November @ 6.00pm) – Cllr Rowley to take the lead again this year. Peter Reiss agreed to switch the lights on.  Clerk has asked the CVRA if they would like to be involved with arranging refreshments this year – Cllr Rowley to liaise with them as the Church will be unavailable this year.

Edgworth (Friday 24 November @ 6.30pm) – Cllr Dowle to take the lead again this year (Cllr Rigby to liaise with her as she wasn’t in attendance).  As the Head Teacher of the primary school was at the meeting, asked him if he could organise a competition in the school with the children and the winner would switch the lights on – Craig said he would be happy to arrange that.  Unsure if any refreshments will be available on the night inside the Barlow.
Belmont (Friday 1 December @ 3.45pm) – Cllr Appleby agreed to take the lead this year – he will contact the school and ask them to be involved again – maybe run another competition with the children and the winner to switch the lights on as they did last year.  Refreshments to be organised either by Cllr Appleby or in conjunction with the BVRA.
8160
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· In the Know – Commissioner Snowden announces next phase of £2m ASB hotspot patrols across Lancashire
· In the Know – Chief Constable scrutinised by Commissioner Snowden at latest accountability session
· In the Know – Rise in Courier Fraud across East Lancashire
· In the Know – Firefighters urge Lancashire to take care with candles this winter
· In the Know – Op Centurion cracks down on ASB with 5,700 extra policing hours
· In the Know – Burglary alert (Blackburn area)
· In the Know – Commissioner Snowden’s £1m investment set to make a difference in Lancashire
· Countryside Voices Autumn/Winter 2023
· Virgin Money bank statements September & October
· BwDBC – Consultation on the draft Climate Impact Framework (CIF) Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
· Bury Council – Places for Everyone Joint Development Plan Document: A Joint development Plan Document for 9 Greater Manchester Local Authorities (Bolton, Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Rochdale, Salford, Tameside, Trafford and Wigan) – Proposed Modifications Consultation
· BwDBC – National Planning Police Framework (NPPF) updated local list for the purposes of validating planning related applications
· E-mail from resident regarding banner attached to railings on corner of High Street & Wellington Road – nothing the Parish Council can do – banner appears to have been removed now
· E-mail from residents interested in creating an orchard of fruit trees on land owned by BwDBC asking the Parish Council to support an initial approach to BwDBC and then applying for funds – the Parish Council could not support this as we already have an orchard which has become neglected.
· E-mail offering support in setting up interactive and accessible self-guided trails – the Parish Council decided not to pursue further.
Comments on Planning Applications Received by 1 November 
10/23/0893 
Full Planning Application (Retrospective) - Change of use of land as a garden extension (C3) installation of external staircase to lower garden, removal of link on roof canopy and revised materials on the garage and front door from timber to aluminium at Land adjacent to Horrobin Fold, Turton

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development but will be asking BwDBC for their policy regarding retrospective applications.

10/22/1145
Full Planning Application - Demolition of existing detached garage and replacement with proposed two storey extension, incorporating recessed first floor terrace area, and first floor link at Entwistle Hall Barn, Entwistle Hall Lane, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/0888
Full Planning Application - Demolition of existing Commercial / Industrial storage unit and construction of new dwelling at Lower Edge Barn, Broadhead Road, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/0657
Full Planning Application - Proposed demolition of roof lantern and addition of flat roof balcony with external spiral staircase to existing garden room at 8 Thomason Fold, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

10/23/0948
Full Planning Application - Proposed replacement windows / doors and external alterations to create rear bi-folding doors at Uglow Farm, Broadhead Road, Turton

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

Comments on Planning Applications Received by 13 October 
10/23/0552 
Full Planning Application – Erection of a stable block with access road at Horrobin Fold, Horrobin Lane, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

 10/23/0828 
Full Planning Application – Erection of single storey rear extension, flat-roofed canopy to create enclosed seating area, external bin store and installation of solar panels to front roofslope at Lotties, Belmont Road, Belmont

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development.

Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 4 December 2023 at  6.45pm in the Library at The Barlow. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.  

…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 8.20pm
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